
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 



Rev. JO. 



Born 1730,— graduated from 
pastor in Lexington (form 
to 1805. He niarried 
Rev. NicU&as Bowes 
daughter of Rev. Johi 
minister in Lexinj 
Hancock, the si; 
laration, was 1 

Parke acid 
Rev. John 




' 



OPENING OF THE WAR OF THE REVOLUTION 



19th of April 1775. 



A BRIEF NARRATIVE 



OF THE 



PRINCIPAL TRANSACTIONS OF THAT DAY 



BY 

JONAS CLARKE) 

PASTOS OF THK CHUECH 1W LEXINGTON. 

Appended to a sermon Preached by Attn in Lexington, April /Q, 177b, 



LEXINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
THE LEXINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

igoi 



A NARRATIVE, &c. 



As it was not consistent with the limits of a 
single discourse, to give a full account of the par- 
ticulars of this most savage and murderous affair ; 
the following plain and faithful narrative of facts, 
as they appeared to us in this place, may be matter 
of satisfaction. 

On the evening of the eighteenth of April, 
1775, we received two messages; the first verbal, 
the other by express, in writing, from the committee 
of safety, who were then sitting in the westerly part 
of Cambridge, directed to the Honorable John 
Hancock, Esq ; (who, with the Honorable Samuel 
Adams, Esq ; was then providentially with us) in- 
forming, " that eight or nine officers of the king's 
troops were seen, just before night, passing the road 
towards Lexington, in a musing, contemplative 
posture ; and it was suspected they were out upon 
some evil design." 

As both these gentlemen had been frequently 
and even publicly, threatened, by the enemies of 
this people, both in England and America, with the 
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vengeance of the British administration: — And as 
Mr. Hancock in particular had been, more than 
once, personally insulted, by some officers of the 
troops, in Boston ; it was not without some just 
grounds supposed, that under cover of the dark- 
ness, sudden arrest, if not assassination might be 
attempted, by these instruments of tyranny ! 

To prevent any thing of this kind, ten or twelve 
men were immediately collected, in arms, to guard 
my house, through the night. 

In the mean time, said officers passed through 
this town, on the road towards Concord: It was 
therefore thought expedient to watch their motions, 
and if possible make some discovery of their inten- 
tions. Accordingly, about 10 o'clock in the evening, 
three men, on horses, were dispatched for this 
purpose. As they were peaceably passing the 
road towards Concord, in the borders of Lincoln, 
they were suddenly stopped by said officers, who 
rode up to them, and putting pistols to their breasts 
and seizing their horses bridles, swore, if they stirred 
another step, they should be all dead men! — The 
officers detained them several hours, as prisoners, 
examined, searched, abused and insulted them ; and 
in their hasty return (supposing themselves dis* 
covered) they left them in Lexington. — Said officers 
also took into custody, abused and threatened with 
their lives several other persons ; some of whom 
they met peaceably passing on the road, others even 



at the doors of their dwellings, without the least 
provocation, on the part of the inhabitants, or so 
much as a question asked by them. 

Between the hours of twelve and one, on the 
morning of the nineteenth of April, we received 
intelligence, by express, from the Honorable Joseph 
Warren, Esq. ; at Boston, " that a large body of the 
king's troops (supposed to be a brigade of about 12, 
or 1500) were embarked in boats from Boston, and 
gone over to land on Lechmere's Point (so.called) 
in Cambridge : And that it was shrewdly suspected, 
that they were ordered to seize and destroy the 
stores, belonging to the colony, then deposited at 
Concord, " in consequence of General Gage's un- 
justifiable seizure of the provincial magazine of 
powder at Medford, and other colony stores in 
several other places. 

Upon this intelligence, as also upon information 
of the conduct of the officers as above-mentioned, 
the militia of this town were alarmed, and ordered 
to meet on the usual place of parade ; not with any 
design of commencing hostilities upon the king's 
troops, but to consult what might be done for our 
own and the people's safety : And also to be ready 
for whatever service providence might call us out 
to, upon this alarming occasion, in case overt acts 
of violence, or open hostilities should be committed 
by this mercenary band of armed and blood-thirsty 
oppressors. 



About the same time, two persons were sent 
express to Cambridge, if possible, to gain intelligence 
of the motions of the troops, and what rout they 
took. 

The militia met according to order ; and waited 
the return of the messengers, that they might order 
their measures as occasion should require. Between 
3 and 4 o'clock, one of the expresses returned, in 
forming, that there was no appearance of the troops, 
on the roads, either from Cambridge or Charles 
town ; and that it was supposed that the movement* 
in the army the evening before, were only a : feint tc 
alarm the people. Upon this, therefore, the militia 
company were dismissed for the present, but with 
orders to be within call of the drum, — waiting the 
return of the other messenger, who was expected in 
about an hour, or sooner, if any discovery should be 
made of the motions of the troops. — But he was 
prevented by their silent and sudden arrival at the 
place where he was, waiting for intelligence. So 
that, after all this precaution, we had no notice of 
their approach, 'till the brigade was actually in the 
town, and upon a quick march within about a mile 
and a quarter of the meeting house and place of 
parade. 

However, the commanding officer thought best 
to call the company together, — not with any design 
of opposing so superior a force, much less of com 
mencing hostilities ; but only with a view to deter 



a mine what to do f when and where to meet, and to 
* dismiss and disperse. 

tj Accordingly, about half an hour after four 
o'clock, alarm guns were fired, and the drums beat 
t to arms ; and the militia were collecting together.— 
s Some, to the number of about 50, or 60, or possibly 
1 more, were on the parade, others were coming 
1 towards it. — In the mean time, the troops having 
^ thus stolen a march upon us, and to prevent any 
i intelligence of their approach, having seized and held 
1 prisoners several persons whom they met unarmed 
- Upon the road, seemed to come determined for 
l murder and bloodshed ; and that whether provoked 
i to it,- or not ! — When within about half a quarter 
: of a mile of the meeting-house, they halted, and the 
command was given to prime and load ; which being 
done, they marched on 'till they came up to the 
east end of said meeting-house, in sight of our 
: militia (collecting as aforesaid) who were about 12, 
or 1 3 rods distant. — Immediately upon their appear- 
ing so suddenly, and so nigh, Capt. Parker, who 
commanded the militia company, ordered the men 
to disperse, and take care of themselves ; and not to 
fire. — Upon this, our men dispersed ; — but, many 
of them, not so speedily as they might have done, 
not having the most distant idea of such brutal bar- 
i barity and more than savage cruelty, from the 
troops of a British king, as they immediately ex- 
perienced ! — ! — For, no sooner did they come in 



sight of our Company, but one of them, supposed to 
be an officer of rank, was heard to say to the troops, 
" Damn them ; we will have them ! " — Upon which 
the troops shouted aloud, huzza'd, and rushed 
furiously towards our men. — About the same time, 
three officers (supposed to be Col. Smith, Major 
Pitcairn and another officer) advanced, on horse 
back, to the front of the body, and coming within 
5 or 6 rods of the militia, one of them cried out, 
" ye villains, ye Rebels, disperse ; Damn you, 
disperse ! " — or words to this effect. One of them 
(whether the same, or not, is not easily determined) 
said, " Lay down your arms ; Damn you, why don't 
you lay down your arms ! "— The second of these 
officers, about this time, fired a pistol towards the 
militia, as they were dispersing. — The foremost, 
who was within a few yards of our men, brandishing 
his sword, and then pointing towards them, with a 
loud voice said to the troops, " Fire !— By God, fire !'• 
— • which was instantly followed by a discharge of 
arms from the said troops, succeeded by a very 
heavy and close fire upon our party, dispersing, so 
long as any of them were within reach.— Eight 
were left dead upon the ground ! Ten were wounded. 
— The rest of the company, through divine good- 
ness, were (to a miracle) preserved unhurt in this 
murderous action ! — 

As to the question, ' Who fired first ? ' — if it can 
be a question with any; we may observe, that 
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disposed to ; as the command to fire upon them was 
given almost at the same instant, that they were 
ordered, by the British officers, to disperse, to lay 
down their arms, etc. 

In short, so far from firing first upon the king's 
troops ; upon the most careful enquiry, it appears, 
that but very few of our people fired at all; and 
even they did not fire till after being fired upon by 
the troops, they were wounded themselves, or saw 
others killed, or wounded by them, and looked upon 
it next to impossible for them to escape. 

As to any firing from the meeting-house, as 
Gage represents ; it is certain, that there were but 
four men in the meeting house, when the troops 
came up : and they were then getting some ammu- 
nition, from the town stock, and had not so much 
as loaded their guns (except one, who never dis- 
charged it) when the troops fired upon the militia. 
And as to the neighbouring houses, it is equally 
certain, that there was no firing from them, unless 
after the dispersion of our men, some, who had fled 
to them for shelter, might fire from them upon the 
troops. 

One circumstance more, before the brigade 
quitted Lexington, I beg leave to mention, as what 
may give a further specimen of the spirit and 
character, of the officers and men, of this body of 
troops. — After the militia company were dispersed 
and the firing ceased, the troops drew up and 
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the colony, deposited there. — They met with no 
interruption in their march to Concord. — But by 
some means or other, the people of Concord had 
notice of their approach and designs, and were 
alarmed about break of day ; and collecting as soon, 
and as many as possible, improved the time they 
had before the troops came upon them, to the best 
advantage, both for concealing and securing as 
many of the public stores as they could, and in 
preparing for defence. — By the stop of the troops 
at Lexington, many thousands were saved to the 
colony, and they were, in a great measure, frustrated 
in their design. 

When the troops made their approach to' the 
easterly part of the town, the provincials of Con- 
cord and some neighbouring towns, were collected 
and collecting in an advantageous post, on a hill, a 
little distance from the meeting-house, north of the 
road, to the number of about 150, or 200 : but find- 
ing the troops to be more than three times as many, 
they wisely retreated, first to a hill about 80 rods 
further north, and then over the north-bridge (so- 
called) about a mile from the town : and there they 
waited the coming of the militia of the towns adja- 
cent, to their assistance. 

In the mean time, the British detachment 
marched into the center of the town. A party 
of about 200, was ordered to take possession of said 
bridge, other parties were dispatched to various 
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distance, north of the town : and as their numbers 
were continually increasing, they were preparing to 
give the troops a proper discharge, on their depart- 
ure from the town. 

In the mean time, the king's troops collected ; 
and having dressed their wounded, destroyed what 
stores they could find, and insulted and plundered 
a number of the inhabitants, prepared for a retreat. 

" While at Concord, the troops disabled two 24 
pounders; destroyed their 2 carriages, and seven 
wheels for the same, with their limbers. Sixteen 
wheels for brass 3 pounders, and 2 carriages with 
limber and wheels for two 4 pounders. They threw 
into the river, wells, &c. about 500 weight of ball : 
and stove about 60 barrels of flour ; but not having 
time to perfect their work, one half of the flour was 
afterwards saved." * 

The troops began a hasty retreat about the 
middle of the day : and were no sooner out of the 
town, but they began to meet the effects of the just 
resentments of this injured people. The provincials 
fired upon them from various quarters, and pursued 
them (though without any military order) with a 
firmness and intrepidity, beyond what could have 
been expected, on the first onset, and in such a day 
of confusion and distress ! — The fire was returned, 
for a time, with great fury, by the troops as they 
retreated, though (through divine goodness) with 

• See Rev. Mr. Gordon's account. 
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but little execution. — This scene continued, with 
but little intermission, till they returned to Lexing- 
ton ; when it was evident, that, having lost numbers 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners that fell into our 
hands, they began to be, not only fatigued, but 
greatly disheartened. And it is supposed they must 
have soon surrendered at discretion, had they not 
been reinforced. — But Lord Percy's arrival with 
another brigade, of about iooo men, and 2 field 
pieces, about half a mile from Lexington meeting- 
house, towards Cambridge, gave them a seasonable 
respite. 

The coming of the reinforcement, with the 
cannon, (which our people were not so well ac- 
quainted with then, as they have been since) put 
the provincials also to a pause, for a time. — But no 
sooner were the king's troops in motion, but our 
men renewed the pursuit with equal, and even 
greater ardor and intrepidity than before, and the 
firing on both sides continued, with but little inter- 
mission, to the close of the day, when the troops 
entered Charlestown, where the provincials could 
not follow them, without exposing the worthy in- 
habitants of that truly patriotic town, to their rage 
and revenge. — That night and the next day, they 
were conveyed in boats, over Charles-River to Bos- 
ton, glad to secure themselves, under the cover of 
the shipping, and by strengthening and perfecting 
the fortifications, at every part, against the further 
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